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TOSS-Up 
States as 
close as 
thought 


McConnell easily wins 
reelection in Kentucky; 
no early surprises while 
votes trickle in 


By Jonathan Lemire, 
Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin 
and Alexandra Jaffe 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON —Polls 
closed across the East Coast 
Tuesday night as President 
Donald Trump and Democrat 
Joe Biden concluded an epic 
campaign marked by rancor 
and fear that will influence 
how the nation confronts a 
surging pandemic and founda- 
tional questions of economic 
fairness and racial justice. 

The night began with pre- 
dictable victories for each 
candidate, with Trump taking 
Alabama, Mississippi and 
Oklahoma and Biden winning 
Massachusetts, his home state 
of Delaware and Virginia, a 
former battleground that has 
become a Democratic strong- 
hold. It was too early to call, in 
a tight race, the battleground 
of Florida as well as Georgia. 

The victories began to draw 
to an end a campaign that was 
reshaped by the coronavirus 
and marked by contentious- 
ness. Each candidate declared 
the other fundamentally unfit 
to lead a nation grappling with 
COVID-19 cost millions of 
jobs and rewritten the norms 
of everyday life. 

Millions of voters put aside 
worries about the virus — and 
some long lines — to turn out 
in person, joining 102 million 
fellow Americans who voted 
days or weeks earlier, arecord 
number that represented 73% 
of the total vote in the 2016 
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People wait in line to vote Tuesday at the Dan Ruiz Branch Library in Southeast Austin as people in Central 
Texas and across the nation went to the polls for Election Day. [JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN PHOTOS] 


Trudie Brown gets assistance with voting from Hank Brown outside the Dan Ruiz Branch Library. 
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Anxious’ 
day at 
Texas 
polls 


After historic early 
voting turnout, Election 
Day marked more by 
emotion than long lines 


By Kelsey Bradshaw 

and Heather Osbourne 
kbradshaw@statesman.com 
hosbourne@statesman.com 


Mackenzie Carlin was 
nearly in tears as she walked 
out of the South Austin 
Recreation Center on 
Cumberland Road after cast- 
ing her ballot Tuesday in this 
year’s presidential election. 

Carlin, a young profes- 
sional working out of state in 
Colorado, said she drove more 
than 700 miles this week to 
make it back home by Election 
Day. She was joined by her 
mother, Charm Carlin, who 
skipped early voting so the 
pair could fulfill their civic 
duty as a family. 

However, the mother- 
daughter duo, like many 
Travis County voters Tuesday, 
were overwhelmed once they 
reached the polls. More than 
a dozen voters like the Carlins 
who talked to the American- 
Statesman used the word 
“anxious” to describe their 
feelings about Election Day. 

“I almost started crying 
while voting,” Mackenzie 
Carlin said. “I feel like crying, 
honestly. I triple-checked to 
make sure I didn’t acciden- 
tally push anything wrong. 

“I wanted to stay regis- 
tered in Texas because I feel 
like we need more help here,” 
she continued. “It’s really 
intense.” 

What was not causing 
Travis County residents anxi- 
ety during Election Day were 


presidential election. Tuesday night’s election results came too late for today’s print edition. See full coverage and results at lines at the polls. 
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Artist Suzanne Brennan Firstenberg stands among thousands of 
white flags planted in remembrance of those who have died of 
COVID-19 in the U.S. [PATRICK SEMANSKY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


Lt. Gov. Patrick 
provides inspiration 
for D.C. art installation 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
Correspondent 


WASHINGTON -— It is 
as remarkable as it is unex- 
pected. A sea of white flags, 
one for each victim, that 
memorializes the more than 
227,000 lives lost to the coro- 
navirus in the U.S. 

The little white flags, the 
kind used as markers for 


landscaping, have trans- 
formed a rectangular green 
patch 2 miles from the Capitol 
into a kinetic art space that 
moves with the breeze. 

One flag for each life lost, 
decided Washington artist 
Suzanne Brennan Firstenberg, 
who said the spark for the 
project came from an unex- 
pected source: Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick. 

“When the Texas lieutenant 
governor suggested the elderly 
should be willing to risk their 
lives and die for the econ- 
omy — that was horrifying 


ia A tribute to lives lost 


to me,” Firstenberg told the 
American-Statesman. 

“It was just so ghastly to 
think that a public official 
would so devalue people,” she 
said, sitting on a bench in the 
middle of her installation. 

In an interview on Fox 
News with Tucker Carlson 
in late March, Patrick said 
that he and other older adults 
were ready to risk dying in 
exchange for reopening the 
economy for their children 
and grandchildren. 
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